
 

 

Washington State Democrats 

Dwight Pelz, Chair 
PO Box 4027, Seattle, WA  98194 

Phone (206) 583-0664 – Fax (206) 583-0301 
http://www.wa-democrats.org 

 
 

 September 26, 2008 
 
 
Dear State Party Leader, 
 
We are rapidly approaching the time to begin the 2008-2009 reorganization process.  
 
Article VIII, Section C, of the Bylaws of the Democratic Party of the State of Washington, referring 
to County Central Committees, states that 
 

“Its organizational meeting shall take place in December or January following each state general 
election held in even-numbered years. At the organizational meeting, the committee shall elect a 
chair, a vice chair, a state committeewoman, a state committeeman and any representatives it is 
authorized to send to other Party organizations.”  

 
This language is repeated in Article IX, Section C, of the same bylaws in regards to Legislative District 

Organizations. 
 
This letter will provide you with the information you need to begin planning for your local 
reorganization meeting. 
 
Time and Date 
 

The State Democratic Party advises you to proceed on this time table and to conduct your 
reorganization meeting as you have historically done so. 
 
Your County or Legislative District Reorganization Meeting must take place prior to the January 
23rd-24th, 2009 Reorganization Meeting of the Washington State Democratic Party.  It is crucial that 
you make sure that your list of newly elected party officers and WSDCC committee members is 
received by the state party prior to this meeting. 
 
Please send the information regarding the date, time and location of your reorganization meeting to 
Greg Haffner at gregh@wa-democrats.org by Friday, November 14th, 2009.  
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Dwight Pelz, Chair 
PO Box 4027, Seattle, WA  98194 

Phone (206) 583-0664 – Fax (206) 583-0301 
http://www.wa-democrats.org 

Eligible Voters 
 

Do not forget that only precinct committee officers elected during the primary election on August 
19, 2008 are allowed to vote at County and Legislative District reorganization meetings. Proxies are 
not permitted at reorganization meetings. 
 

Results 
 

Please plan your reorganization meeting so that you can complete and return your Reorganization 
Meeting Results form to Greg Haffner at gregh@wa-democrats.org by Friday, January 16th, 2009. 
Once you have held your reorganization meeting, please do not delay in completing and returning 
your Results form. There is a lot of work to be done compiling the new list of State Party leaders 
and providing them with information about upcoming meetings and events. 

 
Attachments 
 

To assist you in preparing for your reorganization meeting, the following items have been included 
in the attached packet: 

 

• A sample agenda for the meeting. You may use this agenda as written, or change it to suit 
your needs 

• Sample rules for the meeting. These rules are based on a set of rules used in 2006. You may 
use these rules as written, or edit them to fit your specific needs. If you feel it is necessary, 
you may write your own rules, so long as they are consistent with the all appropriate 
charters, bylaws and statutes. Remember that proxies cannot vote in reorganization 
meetings 

• Past meeting times and locations. This should give you some idea of where you might be 
able to meeting in your area. It also lists the previous reorganization contacts in your county 
or LD, who may be able to provide assistance and advice. 

• Reorganization Meeting Results form. Please fill out and return this form by Friday, 
January 16th, 2009 so that these results can be used to prepare for the State Party 
reorganization meeting. 

 
If you have any questions, please direct them to Greg Haffner at gregh@wa-democrats.org, or call him 
at (206) 583-0664. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Dwight Pelz 
Chairman, Washington State Democrats 
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XX Legislative District Reorganization Meeting 
Or 

XX County Reoganization Meeting 
Date 

Location, City 
 

 
Proposed Agenda 

 
 

1. Call to order by Chair 
 
2. Flag Salute 
 
3. Roll Call of Voting Members 
 
4. Adoption of the agenda 
 
5. Election of Officers 

 
a. Chair 
b. Vice Chair 
c. State Committee Man 
d. State Committee Woman 
e. Treasurer 
f. Secretary 
g. Other elected party representatives if necessary 

 
6. Old Business 
 
7. New Business  

 
8. Good of the Order 
 
9. Adjournment 
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XX Legislative District Reorganization Meeting 

Or 

XX County Reoganization Meeting 

Date 

Location, City 
 

 
Proposed Rules 

 
1. Sign-in is required at check-in. 
 
2. Eligible voters shall be limited to PCOs elected during the August 19th, 2008 Primary. 

A. Eligible voters will be issued ballots. 
B. A 50% + 1 majority of members present and voting is necessary to approve any 

vote unless otherwise noted. 
 

3. The meeting shall be called to order by the Temporary Chair. 
A. The Temporary Chair shall preside until the election of the new Chair. 

 
4. The Temporary Chair shall review the Proposed Rules with the Body. 
 
5. The Body shall vote to approve the meeting Rules. 

 
6. Election of officers shall proceed in the following order: 

A. Chair 
B. Vice Chair 
C. State Committee Man 
D. State Committee Woman 
E. Treasurer 
F. Secretary 
G. Other elected party representatives if necessary 

 
7. Process for nominating and electing all positions shall include the following: 

A. Call for nominations 
B. Close nominations 
C. One minute nomination speech for all candidates 

i. Order of speeches determined by order of nominations. 
D. One minute seconding speech for all candidates. 
E. Speakers for all races may be PCOs, candidates, or Democratic residents of the 

County or Legislative District. 
 

8. Elections shall be conducted by written ballot. 
A. In order to assure accuracy eligible voters shall sign their ballots.  An unsigned 

ballot will be considered void. 
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