
  
BRIEF PROFESSIONAL BIOGRAPHY 

 
Randy Gordon has served as an Adjunct Professor at Seattle University School of Law since 1999, 

teaching Products Liability and Remedies, and was honored three times as commencement speaker 

for the law school graduating class and three times as a class marshal.  Randy served as faculty 

sponsor for the National Women Law Student’s Association.  In 2003, he received the Outstanding 

Faculty Award at Seattle University School of Law.  Randy Gordon graduated Phi Beta Kappa with 

High Honors and High Distinction from the University of Michigan in 1975, being honored as a 

James B. Angell Scholar and receiving both the Branstrom Freshman Prize and the prestigious 

Hopwood Committee’s Bain-Swiggett Prize for poetry.  He earned his J.D. from Harvard Law 

School in 1978, where he founded the still-operating freshman orientation program, was elected to 

the Board of Student Advisors, and served on the CIVIL RIGHTS–CIVIL LIBERTIES LAW REVIEW. 

 

Randy Gordon has been practicing law in Washington State since 1978, serving as on the Board of 

Trustees, Vice President and President of the East King County Bar Association, as a Trustee on the 

King County Bar Association for the Eastside district, and a Governor on the Board of both the 

Washington State Association for Justice (8th District, Governor, 2001-2003) and Washington State 

Bar Association (WSBA) (8th District, Governor, 2003-2005).   After service on the Professional 

Responsibility Committee and six terms as Special District Counsel, Randy Gordon served as a 

Hearing Officer for the State Bar in disciplinary matters until his service on the Board of Governors. 

 

In April 1996, Randy was appointed by then King County Executive Gary Locke to serve as 

legal community member on the King County Regional Justice Center Alternate Site Review 

Committee  where he served for the duration of Committee through July 1996.  In 1998, Randy 

Gordon was awarded Washington State Association for Justice’s Public Justice Award for his decade 

long efforts on behalf of injured workers in Birklid v. Boeing, a 1995 en banc (9-0) decision of the 

state Supreme Court changing Washington State law regarding employer liability for “deliberate” 

injury to workers as a result of toxic exposures. In 2001, he was twice honored: with the President’s 

Award from WSBA for his work on the President’s Initiative Team and the Professionalism Award 

from Washington State Association for Justice. Randy helped conceive the “Indian Law” edition of 

the Bar News and, as a member of the WSBA Board moved for the addition of Indian Law on the bar 

exam.  He continues to promote understanding of alternative remedies in tribal courts by including 

Indian law in his Remedies class. 

 

Randy has been an activist in matters involving election integrity and campaign reform, serving as  
lead counsel in the case of Lehto, et al. vs. Snohomish County and Sequoia Election Systems, 

Inc. seeking to prevent Snohomish County from “outsourcing” our election process to electronic 

voting machine companies which provide unverifiable vote counting.  He also has represented 

citizen groups in a successful mandamus action compelling King County to count petition 

signatures in accordance with controlling state law and in ballot initiative language challenges.  

He was active in referendum and initiative campaigns including the recent ratification of the 

Insurance Fair Conduct Act (R. 67) and the defeat of I-330, seeking to unbalance our civil justice 

system.  Randy has testified before the legislature on numerous occasions in order to advance the 

rights of Washington citizens. 
 

Randy has published numerous articles including, most recently, as principal author examining 

efforts to change the civil justice system in the context of health care liability in the SEATTLE 

JOURNAL FOR SOCIAL JUSTICE, (Spring-Summer 2006): "A Tale of Two Initiatives: Where 

Propaganda Meets Fact in The Debate Over America's Health Care."   He has been a frequent writer 

on professionalism issues, including his article, “The Lawyer as Hero: A Pride of Lions, a Justice of 

Lawyers,” Washington State Bar News, June 1999.  Randy has been a volunteer at the Eastside Legal 

Assistance Program, providing no cost legal services to members of the community, since its 



inception in 1991.  In addition to his teaching and writing, he currently serves as General Counsel for 

the USA-National Karate-do Federation (pro bono), the USOC-recognized national governing body 

for the sport and oversaw the redrafting of the Bylaws to incorporate paralympic competitions, and 

spearheaded the recent restructuring of the Federation under the auspices of the United States 

Olympic Committee.  For this work and other matters, Randy was awarded the Federation’s 2008 

“Person of the Year” Award.   Locally, Randy has been involved working with and instructing youth 

at the Washington State Karate Association.  Randy is a member of the Bellevue, WA law firm of 

GORDON EDMUNDS ELDER PLLC with an active mediation, arbitration and trial practice. 

 

Randy has been active in his community, including service as a leader of the Parent-Child 

Program at the YMCA and advisor to a Boy Scout’s Law Explorer Post, instructor and 

counselor for the Washington Karate Association, pro bono work for the Lake Bellevue Water 

Quality Committee, and as elected Precinct Committee Officer and 41st Legislative District 

parliamentarian.  In 2005, Randy was honored as a “Rising Star of the Party” by the King 

County Democrats.  In addition, Randy has done pro bono work and fundraising for the U-W 

Multiethnicl Alumni Partnership and the Langston Hughes Cultural Arts Center.  He has also 

assisted MAP with facilitation of its Board work and with the two highest fundraising efforts at 

the MAP Breakfasts in 2008 and 2009. Randy was the founder and chief executive office of 

BLUE ST8 PAC, which focused on early support for Democratic candidates in the 8th 

Congressional District and contributed to the success of nearly 2 dozen candidates at all levels 

of government. He has supported candidates for public office and causes as a volunteer. 

 

Randy has included mediation and arbitration and completed mediation training in 1991 with 

the Pacific Mediation Institute.  Since that time he has been involved in mediations and 

arbitrations involving hundreds of parties, recently assisting the 41st Legislative District in 

facilitation efforts on a volunteer basis.  
 


