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Candidate Name Sally Bagshaw 
Position sought Seattle City Council, Position 4 
Residence Legislative, 
County Council and 
Congressional district 

43rd Legislative District (Ed Murray, Frank Chopp, Jamie Pedersen) 
County Council District 4 (Larry Phillips)  
7th Congressional District (Jim McDermott) 

Are you a Democrat? 
Are you known as a 
Democrat? 

I am a Democrat and I am known as a Democrat since I was 17 years old.  
My first campaign experience was in 1968, working for Senator Frank 
Church of Idaho.  See photo attached! 

Campaign Information 
Campaign Name People for Sally Bagshaw 
Web page 
 

www.sallybagshaw.com 

Campaign Email address info@sallybagshaw.com; sally.bagshaw@gmail.com 
Manager Kim West 
Campaign mailing 
address 

PO Box 21171, Seattle, WA 98111 

Campaign phone 
number 

205.595.8525, 206.342.9057 (home) 

Campaign FAX  n/a 
 
Candidate Background: Community service, education, employment and other relevant 
experience.  
Describe your qualifications, education, employment, community and civic activity, Union 
affiliation and other relevant experience. 
 
Please see attached resume.  
 
Note that my first job out of high school was as a long distance telephone operator.  I worked a union 
job for $2.02 per hour, $6.06 on July 4th.  This was the best paying job in town for an 18 year old 
female high school graduate!  
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What ratings and endorsements have you received? 
Legislative District 
Democrats 

None of these organizations has yet decided on endorsements. 

Union Endorsement Seattle Fire Fights, Local 27. 
Municipal League This organization has not yet decided on endorsements. 
SEAMEC This organization has not yet decided on endorsements. 
Other Endorsements My endorsers include:  Commerce Secretary Gary Locke, King County 

Councilmembers Dow Constantine, Bob Ferguson and Julia Patterson, 
State Senators Jeanne Kohl-Welles and Adam Kline, State 
Representatives Jamie Pedersen, Scott White, Rueven Carlyle, Sharon 
Nelson and Ruth Kagi, Seattle City Councilmember Tim Burgess, former 
King County Councilmember Carolyn Edmonds, former Seattle City 
Councilmembers Peter Steinbrueck, Martha Choe and Sue Donaldson, 
Civic and Environment leaders Jim Ellis, Doug and Maggie Walker, Anne 
Levinson, Hubert Locke, Kathy Fletcher, Mary McCumber, Jessyn 
Farrell, Bruce Greniewski, Kate Pflaumer, Virginia Gunby, Rev. Sandy 
Brown, Rev. Lisa Domke, Rev. Peter Drury, Business leaders Tayloe 
Washburn, Jay Reich, Gerry Johnson, the National Women’s Political 
Caucus-King County/Washington Chapter, and many more.   For a 
complete list, please see:  www.sallybagshaw.com. 

 
 
Which groups do you plan to ask for an endorsement? 
 
I am planning to ask for endorsements from the King County Democrats, all Democratic legislative 
districts within Seattle city limits, the Teamsters Joint Council 28, Local 32, Allied Arts, Futurewise, 
Transportation Choices Coalition, the Cascade Bicycle Club, the Seattle Times, the Seattle PI if their 
on-line group is endorsing, Crosscut, the Weekly, the Stranger, local Seattle neighborhood 
newspapers, Municipal League and other organizations. I am currently in the endorsement process 
with the Seattle Police Union, the King County Conservation Voters, the Alki Foundation, IAFF 
Local 27, Seattle and King County Building Trades, as well as the Machinists Lodge 751. 
 

Please answer the following questions*  Yes No Qualified 

1 Do you support the King County Democratic Platform? X   

2 Do you support the right of workers (excluding military) to bargain 
and strike? 

X   

3 
Do you support affirmative action? 

X   

4 Do you support freedom of choice in contraception, abortion and 
sterilization?   

X   

5 
Do you support public funding for abortions for poor women?  

X   

6 Do you support school vouchers?  Do you support charter schools?   x 

7 
Do you support the Davis-Bacon Act?  

X   
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8 Do you support equal rights for women? X   
9 Do you support major changes in the way we live to help stop global 

warming? 
X   

10 Do you support the restoration of voting rights to persons convicted 
of a felony who have served their sentence? 

X   

 
Please answer the following questions  *  Yes*  No 

1 Have you ever failed to pay any taxes or court ordered judgments?  X 
2 Have you ever been found in violation of a Public Disclosure Commission, 

Federal Election Commission or Seattle Ethics and Elections Commission 
regulation? 

 X 

3 Have you ever been convicted of a felony?  X 
* If you answered “Yes” or “Qualified” please explain your answer.  

 
No, I am not a member of any other party nor have I ever been. I am a proud and active Democrat 
since 1968. I have always supported the Presidential and Gubernatorial Democratic Party candidates 
since moving to Seattle in 1978.   
 
On three occasions I have supported lawyers running as Republicans with whom I have a 
professional relationship and know them to be advocates for justice and civil rights. I was Chief of 
the Civil Division of the King County Prosecuting Attorney’s Office under Norm Maleng, a well-
known, moderate Republican.  As did Ron Sims and many other Democrats, I supported Norm.  Like 
Jenny Durkin and other good Democrats, I supported Norm’s successor Dan Satterberg, a good friend 
with whom I worked closely for nearly two decades.   
 
I also supported Rob McKenna for Attorney General.  Rob was my client when he was on the King 
County Council and he and I have worked closely together to stop elder abuse, a very personal cause 
to me.  I was primary caretaker for my father the last years of his life, and advocate incessantly for 
good senior care and programs.   Rob asked me to co-chair his transition team after his first A.G. 
election, knowing I am a Democrat, to help unite his new office.  We succeeded and the feedback 
from the lawyers working in his office is excellent.  While I do not agree with Rob on some policy 
issues, I know him to be an excellent attorney and a fine manager who has focused his efforts on 
justice and fairness issues to consumers and our most vulnerable populations.  
 

Are you a member of your local Democratic District Party?  Have you contributed financially to 
any Democratic Organization?  Have you been a Precinct Committee Officer? When/Where? 
 
Yes, I am a member of the 43rd District Democrats.  I live in the 43rd.  I have paid membership dues 
in the 43rd and I have supported financially many Democratic candidates, including:  Barack Obama, 
Patty Murray, Jay Inslee, Maria Cantwell, Christine Gregoire, Ron Sims, Jamie Pedersen, Dow 
Constantine, Julia Patterson, Bob Ferguson, Jeanne Kohl-Welles, Ed Murray, Scott White, Reuven 
Carlyle, Sally Clark, Tim Burgess, Richard Conlin, Bruce Harrell, Tom Rasmussen, Jan Drago, Jean 
Godden, Carolyn Edmonds and many more. 
 

Are you a member of another political party? If so, which ones? Have you ever supported or 
given money to a candidate from another party in a partisan race? If so, whom? 
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What are the main messages of your campaign? What is your campaign plan?  How many doors 
have you knocked on to date, pieces of mail planned, budgeting, staffing?  What is the 
fundraising goal for your campaign?  How much have you raised to date?  Why will you win? 
 

The main messages of our campaign are simple: re-connect people to their government 
through increased engagement and leadership on issues that matter—a diverse strong economy, safe, 
quality neighborhoods, and a clean environment.  We have a detailed campaign plan that emphasizes 
building a strong, diverse campaign with the resources to share our positive message of unifying 
people and solving problems. 

 
To date, we have not begun the doorbelling process. This will begin in the next month or so. 

In the meantime, I have been regularly attending local district meetings, making contact with 
community leaders in every part of Seattle, as well as meeting with hundreds of citizens to discuss 
their neighborhood issues and concerns.  

 
The fundraising goal for this campaign is $300,000 for the entire cycle. As of April 30, 2009, 

we have raised $66,497, the most of any City Council candidate other than incumbent Council 
President Richard Conlin.  I have the strongest political team in Seattle.  Christian Sinderman is my 
campaign strategist, Colby Underwood is my campaign fundraiser and Kim West is my campaign 
manager. I also have a steering committee that is second to none: Jay Reich, Brad Bagshaw, Rev. 
Sandy Brown, Joleen Burgess, Martha Choe, Karen Daubert, Mark Dingfield, Lisa Domke, Sue 
Donaldson, Peter Drury, Jessyn Farrell, Gerry Johnson, Hubert Locke, Jim Lopez, Judy Maleng, 
Kathy Nyland, Kathi Oglesby, Jane Reich, Darryl Smith, Tayloe Washburn, Barbara Wright, Kristi 
Branch, and Craig Wright.   

 
I will win this election because I am well qualified, because I am working 16-18 hours every 

day campaigning full time, and because I have the support and endorsement of hundreds of very good 
connected people.  I am adding new endorsers and supporters every day. 
 

What are the single most pressing issues facing your jurisdiction?   What actions would you take 
if elected? 
 
 The most pressing issues facing Seattle are creating a strong, diverse economy, making smart 
transportation system investments, securing public and neighborhood safety, and protecting our 
environment. I have experience in all of these areas, and I am working every day meeting with people 
involved in these issues to learn more about what I, both as a City Councilmember and a concerned 
citizen, can do to serve. If elected I will bring my 30 years of experience in government and my broad 
knowledge of the people and governments in our area  to build consensus on the City Counci.  We 
will effectively address each of these issues. 
   

 

If you are a candidate in a contested primary race, what record of performance, ability, 
experience, personal qualities, and positions on issues distinguish you from your opponent(s)? If 
you do not receive the nomination, is there any reason you could not support your Democratic 
opponent in the general election? Please explain. 
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 To date, four candidates have stated an intent to file for Position 4.  They are David Bloom, 
Dorsal Plants, Joshua Caple and me. Dorsal Plants is a fine young man, but he is inexperienced and  
 
to date has raised less than $1,500.  In my opinion, it is not yet his time to serve his community as an 
elected City Councilmember, and although he has a following in West Seattle, it is likely that Mr. 
Plants will not survive the primary.   Joshua Caple just entered the race within the past two weeks and 
I know little about him. 
 

David Bloom is a qualified and viable candidate, but he has focused his career principally on 
one issue – low income housing.  I share Mr. Bloom’s concern regarding housing affordability and 
the plight of Seattle’s homeless, and I am a strong proponent of low income housing options, and 
served as my office’s liaison to implement the City’s plan to end homelessness in ten years.  As the 
County’s chief in house lawyer, I worked closely with the Church Council of Seattle to draft the 
County’s landmark tent city ordinance that allowed tent cities a workable process to get permits in 
areas within the County’s jurisdiction.  David Bloom states proudly in public settings that he worked 
for the Church Council of Greater Seattle, yet the past Executive Director the Church Council, Rev. 
Sandy Brown, has endorsed me and serves on my steering committee. 

 
Yes, I share David Bloom’s concern about low income housing, and what distinguishes us is 

that I have a significantly broader professional portfolio.  In my 30 years of government service I 
have seen and faced many of the issues that challenge the City today and this breadth of knowledge 
and experience will serve me well in the general election and on the Council. I have been a lawyer in 
public service for over 30 years, working with numerous local organizations, including the 
Prosecuting Attorney’s Office, King County Metro, Sound Transit, the University of Washington, 
and Washington State University.   I have also worked collaboratively with Seattle’s City Attorney’s 
Office and with many of the current City Council members. 

 
The position I held before my retirement last year was that of Chief of the Civil Division of 

the King County Prosecuting Attorney’s office, which is roughly equivalent to being a managing law 
partner for the entire county government. My nearly nine years in this position honed my managerial 
and organizational skills to a level where I was managing a staff of over 90 people on a day to day 
basis.  We had over 1000 law suits, claims and projects ongoing at any given time, and I was the 
responsible lawyer overseeing all matters.  

 
 In that position I was also the principal legal advisor to Executive Ron Sims and to the King 

County Council.  In this job I learned both sides of every significant issue that has faced the County 
in the last decade and I worked closely with the City, with Sound Transit, with the State, with the 
University, with the business community and with public spirited community organizations like the 
Church Council.  

 
I also have a long history of active community service.  I was twice elected to the council of 

the City of Lake Forest Park.  I worked for 14 years for local Shoreline Public Schools, including 
actively promoting levies and capital campaigns.  I served as a governing officer on the Site Councils 
where my sons attended school, Kellogg Middle School and Shorecrest High School. 

 
I have actively supported programs for the King County Bar Association and the Washington 

State Bar Association, where I was awarded the Pro Bono Attorney of the Year for both 
organizations.  I am a member of Downtown Rotary, and actively support over a dozen local  
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environmental groups including Mountains to Sound Greenway, Cascade Bicycle Club, 
People for Puget Sound, among others. 

 
My experience and my dedication to public service make me the best candidate for this 

position. 
 
 

 

 
 
No, the current tax structure in this state places an unfair burden on lower income and fixed income 
households, while the very wealthy pay less than their fair share.  While it is not a city issue, I do 
support the idea of a state income tax , which would enable us to cut taxes on seniors, the working 
poor, and low income tax payers. 
 

King County has a ten year plan to end homelessness.  What ideas do you have to increase low 
income and affordable housing/? 
 
I am a longtime supporter and advocate for the Seattle Housing Levy and other programs that create 
and protect affordable housing options.  I also strongly support zoning incentives and other policies 
that encourage development of affordable housing.  Although it is a stop gap measure, I support the 
tent city initiative and while I was in the Prosecuting Attorneys’ Office I wrote the County ordinance 
that allows tent cities to obtain permits in the County.  
 

What role should government play in the healthcare system? 
 
 Government should provide healthcare to all Americans, especially those families with 
children. I favor President Obama’s plan to create a nationalized healthcare plan so that those without 
healthcare have access, as well as give those with healthcare the choice to stay with their private 
provider, or move to a federally-funded plan.   
 

What is your position on civil rights for Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual and Transgendered people? 
What is your position on equal rights for same-sex couples when it comes to benefits, civil 
unions, marriage and parental rights? 
 
 I believe in equal rights for all Americans, regardless of sexual orientation. This includes the 
right to marriage, benefits, civil unions, and parental rights. My husband, Brad Bagshaw, was the lead 
trial counsel for eight same-sex couples in their fight for marriage rights in Andersen v. King County. 
Heather Andersen and her partner Leslie Christian have both endorsed my campaign, as have 
numerous leaders in the LGBT community including Rep. Jamie Pedersen.  I feel deeply that denying 
the right to marry to members of the LBGT is a grave injustice that we must remedy. 
 

What creative solutions can you offer to address the problems of the economically 
disadvantaged? 
 

Do you believe the current structure of taxes and/or fees that generate funds in your area are 
fair?  If not, how would you change it? 
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 All citizens, both elected officials and not, have an obligation to stand up for and represent the 
interests of less advantaged members of their community. This is especially true in times of local and 
national economic uncertainty, such as we face today.  
 
 An important way we can do this in Seattle is to ensure those who work in our city can also 
afford to live in our city. This can be done by strengthening our economy, by lowering the cost of 
housing for lower and middle income families, by building stronger partnerships with our 
neighborhood schools, and developing and maintaining a 21st century transportation system to allow 
for movement without the need of owning a vehicle.  
 

I have read this questionnaire and understand and approve the content and all provided 
information. 

Printed 
Name 

Sally Bagshaw Date 

May 17, 2009 

Signature  

 
 
 

Sally Bagshaw with Senator Frank Church, 
1968. Sally was 17, and this was her first 
campaign. She volunteered for Sen. Church 
after her junior year in high school.  

Sally holding the picture. Still a strong Democrat 
40 years later.  


