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Screenshots of opening page 
 
This is not actually our version of VoteBuilder, 
but one used in Illinois, where one of us recently 
did some phonebanking for Tom Geoghehan, a 
special election congressional candidate. 
 
You will quickly see that the formatting is very 
close to that used by the Washington State 
Democrats.  This is going to be a really powerful 
tool when all states get up to speed. 
 
Your Username will be assigned by your 
legislative district chair or designated 
VoteBuilder specialists.  You will choose a 
password when your first account notification is 
emailed to you.  It must be changed every 30 
days, but if you only log in a couple of times a 
year, all you need to do is to use the prompt to 
enter your email address, and VoteBuilder will 
sent you a password reset notice without need for 
intervention by a live person. 
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This is the main screen for Washington State 
VoteBuilder.  You will probably not see all of 
these options; it depends on what functions you 
have been authorized to control. 
 
Quick Look Up is used to look up voters 
anywhere in the state if you know their names. 
 
To create a new list, click on that icon. 
 
 
 

 
The new list page has many features.  To begin 
the process you must click on both the LD and 
the county you are in. Only then will the precinct 
pull-down list appear.  It will contain only the 
precinct(s) that you are allowed to access. 
 
Party affiliation, voting history (to select 
occasional or frequent voters) and Voter Status 
are the most common selection features used.  
The applicant status section may be used to set up 
a voter registration canvass, but if you are 
canvassing during the run-up to an election, you 
will usually want to list only active registered 
voters.  When you have entered your list criteria, 
click Search. 
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The Search function gives you an alphabetical list 
of all the voters meeting your search criteria, their 
addresses, likely party, age and phone numbers.  
Phone numbers are not provided by the Secretary 
of State, and one easy thing you can do to 
improve VoteBuilder data is to look up people 
without listed numbers in the phone book to see if 
they have a listing. 
 
Likely Party is based on an accumulation of data 
from past canvasses and phone banks, and also 
public donation data.  Strong Democrat, Likely 
Democrat, and Independent Democrat voters 
have accumulated a decreasing number of 
assigned Democratic Party points. ND means that 
there is no information at all about the voter in 
the database, and U means that there is some 
information, but not yet enough to assign a likely 
party. 
 
 
 
Before you do anything else, SAVE your list!  If 
you are not a frequent VoteBuilder user, just save 
the fixed list of voters.  Saving the search criteria 
does not save the particular list, but when you 
open the file again, it will ask you to search and 
provide the latest information, with new voters 
added and those who have moved (hopefully) 
omitted. 
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If you saved search criteria, every time you open 
the file, you will get a screen prompting you to 
search again.  You also have the option of letting 
other folders have access to the list. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
You will be prompted to select a folder you have 
previously named, or to create a new folder.  A 
name can indicate the precinct, which voters are 
listed (all Democrats, for instance), and the date 
you generated the list. 
 
Once you have saved a list, you can access it 
again from My Folders.  Whenever you make a 
new list, the previous list is eliminated from the 
My List page. 
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One extremely useful feature of VoteBuilder is 
the ability to subdivide your precinct lists into 
smaller turfs which account for streets that are not 
through streets.  (Note:  not all browsers support 
this feature, including some older versions of 
Internet Explorer).  Go to My List and click on 
the Cut Turf option.  Use the zoom feature and 
direction keys to home in on the area you want to 
select.  You can have the map pins represent 
households, voters, or both. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Whenever you drop your mouse on a point in the 
map, a red indicator spot appears.  The next click 
produces a line connecting the dots.  Surround 
your desired turf this way.  Clicking on the first 
spot completes the cut.  Save your first turf cut as 
turf 1, the second as turf 2, etc.  Clear All allows 
you to start over. 
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A completed turf cut is shown to the right, with 
four turfs represented by different colors of 
locator pins.  At this point, you MUST click 
Finish, or all your work will be lost. 
 
Clicking Finish stores all your turf information in 
the same file folder that the precinct list it was cut 
from was saved in. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
To access the turf cuts, just go to that folder 
under My Folders and click on it. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
You will see the turf cut lists appear right under 
the original precinct list. 
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To print your walking list, go to My Folders and 
select the list you want to print.  Select a style.  
Bar codes are used if you have a scanner, but not 
otherwise.  (There are still a few bugs in this 
process.)  The minimalist option with names and 
addresses only is useful for literature drops or any 
application where you aren’t actually trying to 
contact the voters. 
 
The sort order indicated is one of the most 
common ones.  Even/odd and selecting page 
breaks allow you to print your list so it can be 
split between people walking opposite sides of a 
street.  The map print function prints out either 
the map you selected for turf cuts or the initial 
uncut map if you are printing the whole precinct. 
 
 
 
 
Next gets you to the setup page.  It is important to 
set your Page Setup options according to these 
instructions to have the printing come out right.  
An exception is that Portrait can save paper for 
the minimalist option.  Then click Finish. 
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If you have selected the Map printing option, it is 
the first page that appears.  Click on Next, and the 
script followed by the walking list will appear. 
 
 
 
 
 
The Results Key shows the code for entering 
results that do not yield contact information.  Use 
Do Not Solicit only for specific requests.  Being 
busy or grouchy is not such a request—
circumstances will likely change by the next 
contact attempt. 
 
Simple voter issue and party ID codes are then 
shown.  In Landscape orientation, there is a lot of 
space to make notes for your future reference. 
 
Remember that party ID is a statistical guess, and 
that people change over the years. Even if the 
voter already has a lot of Democratic or 
Republican party points, ask again.  The more 
information, the better the statistical pictures that 
we build. 
 
You can then print your list.  Printing to PDF 
allows you to send your list as an email 
attachment to others. 
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A very useful feature of VoteBuilder is that it 
allows you to easily enter the canvassing data you 
collect.  Remember that knowledge is 
cumulative; any information you collect becomes 
useful only to the extent that current and future 
Democratic candidates can access it. 
 
To record your data, go to the list or turf cut that 
you canvassed in My Folders.  Click on it, and it 
reappears in My List.  The green arrows in the 
upper right hand corner give you a drop down 
menu.  Select the Grid View option. 
 
 
Use the My List option and click Next. 
 
 
 
 
 
Choose the script you used.  If you are a PCO, 
your name should appear under the Canvasser 
option. 
 
Use the exact same sort order that you used to 
generate your list, and the voter information will 
appear in the same order that it appeared in on 
your walking list.  Click Next. 
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The Grid View has a selection of drop down 
menus where you can enter your results.  Be sure 
to SAVE frequently!  If you click on the arrow 
that brings up the next page without saving, your 
data will be lost. 
 
 
If you have corrections you want to enter to voter 
information data, do it by looking up the voter in 
Quick Look Up, available from the Main Menu.  
You can mark addresses and phones as bad.  The 
information is not actually deleted, but the default 
options for generating lists will leave it out for 
subsequent users.  If the voter has a preferred 
phone contact, you can enter that.  If you 
successfully find a phone number for the voter in 
the phone book, you can enter it here.  If the voter 
has a preferred mailing address not the same as 
the voting address, you can enter it.  The Script 
View button in the upper right hand corner will 
allow you to enter answers to script questions. 
 
There are many options for entering data about 
voters, some of which are shown.  There is a 
Notes section at the bottom of the page (not 
shown) where you can enter information for later 
use.  Remember that this database will be used by 
many people, so please leave value judgments 
like “is nice” or “is a jerk” out of them.  “Rossi 
sign in the yard” is an actual fact. 
 
And don’t forget to Save All Changes! 


